
Tyler Michael Watson 
Incarcerated Adult 
Lucasville Correctional facility- PO Box 45699 Lucasville OH 45699 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 What is violence? { vi-len-se} a noun…physical force…activity used to cause harm, 
damage or abuse…outrage…disorder…brutality…or mayhem often stemmed from malicious 
intent. Oh, you want more depth into this definition. Violence, to the untrained mind or 
average individual I should say is only something that they see in movies, read in books or have 
watched on their local news’ cover stories, or simply a tale told to them from a 2nd or 3rd party. 
 
 This essay will provide the opportunity for me, a 29 year old African American man from 
one of Toledo, Ohio’s most violent areas to reveal how I plan to execute an effective plan of 
action of how violence is caused, how best to eliminate such acts of violence, what strategy will 
be most effective and how to prevent such acts from reoccurring. 
 

Violence can be caused by a significant number of different situations ranging from 
something as minor as a misinterpretation of one’s comments, a small discrepancy over a 
parking space, or to something as mediocre as one cutting in line for the ATM machine, or the 
more serious and perhaps the most common gang rivalry, drugs, gambling, debts, disrespect, 
retaliation to another act of violence, or simply just an individual’s lack of the finer things in life. 
Violence does not always have to be an incident that is provoked. It can be a totally random act. 

 
Violence can stem from any of the scenarios I’ve described along with multitudes of 

other scenarios that I have not mentioned such as self-defense and/or the defense of others to 
name a few. To the fortunate few they never have to endure pain, turmoil, damage and tragedy 
that violence can cause neither do they have to experience the mental and physical anguish or 
the carnage left behind from such violence. However with their help we can unite for a greater 
good and make it so that no-one has to experience the violence that has plagued the lives of 
humanity for centuries. Which brings us to the second question… 

 
What is my strategy for elimination of violence in my community? I plan to use the 

reputation and the respect that I have earned throughout my lifetime in my community as a 
platform to seek an audience with the younger children, the teenagers and elder members of 
my community and request their aid in taking back our communities from the conductors of 
violence without using violence. 

 
Although, the years that I spent in my community was time wasted breaking the law and 

being one of the main ingredients that was causing the destruction and deterioration of not just 
my community but my city as a whole. I now believe that as long as there’s the want for change 



there is hope for change. Then there’s a chance for change. Therefore I will give my whole 
hearted effort in undoing and reversing any damage caused by me and every individual like me. 
However, I am totally cognizant that some damage caused by myself and others can never be 
taken back but I plan to show my sorrow and shame through my actions and my efforts. This 
will be my way of giving back and truly repaying my debt to society.  

 
Through this, I plan to create a positive epidemic of regaining the form grip of 

happiness, peace and safety in not just my community, but every community for our current 
society and the many societies that will occupy our environment after us. This course of action 
brings me to the final and perhaps most critical question of all. What steps will I take to 
implement my strategy into action? 

 
I will apply a 4-step process to effectively execute a course of action for my strategy 

against violence. As I’ve previously stated I will gain the help of the community and once I’ve 
gained their help is when I will place my plan into full effect. 

 
Step 1: The community and I will begin to regularly attend city council meetings as a unit 

and bring more attention to the violence in our area and firmly let it be known that we will no 
longer tolerate the violence and destruction of our community. We will also seek the assistance 
of local law enforcement and recreate block watch we will utilize the previously existing 
hotlines for block watch to report and dispatch squad units to the area for the causes in relation 
to the end of violence and crime in the community. 

 
Step 2: Next, I will create fundraisers to raise money for C.C.T.V. surveillance systems to 

station throughout the area. The CCTV surveillance systems are very well known throughout 
the country and has been highly effective in helping solve violent crimes as well as helping 
prevent them as well as many other crimes. Not to mention the many lives that have been 
saved thanks to the CCTV surveillance and the families that have been brought justice from this 
system of surveillance. Once I’ve attained the funds for surveillance systems we will then begin 
putting them throughout the community at random and in the areas where violence and other 
crimes occur most often. 

 
Step 3: Then, I will begin to clean the community from my time that I spent in and out of 

juvenile detention centers and residential treatment facilities for at risk youth, my family 
members and I have all developed and maintained a positive and healthy relationship with a 
few directors and employees of the programs that I once stayed in such as “The House of 
Emmanuel”, “The Saint Anthony’s Villa” and “United Way”. These programs are very respected, 
well known and has been highly effective at reforming the at-risk youth in my hometown and 
has even gained the attention of the local news in my city. I will bring my plan of action to these 
programs and I will allow them to see the changes that have already taken effect and request 
their help in cleaning the communities by performing acts such as cutting grass, picking up trash 
and removing graffiti throughout the city for no profit at all, this way the youth of those 
programs can be constructive with their time at their facility and at the same time perform 
some community services and maybe even earn extra privileges at their facility 



 
Step 4: Afterwards, for the younger kids and teenagers that are still in the community I 

will create sports programs such as basketball tournaments and flag football tournaments for 
prizes such as trips to water parks or amusement parks or even cash prizes of my own currency 
this way the youth of the community can spend more time occupying themselves with positivity 
rather than finding entertainment in crime and violence as I once did. I will even go so far as 
renting local community centers for after school programs to help with homework and tutoring 
for kids who have harder times with their work. 

 
I know this plan will be highly effective in the fight for a crime and violence free 

community because there are very similar programs throughout our country that have been a 
force in stopping violence and crime and these programs have even gained the attention of 
national programs such as ABC world news, 60 Minutes, Ellen Degeneres and Steve Harvey. I 
will faithfully execute my plan swiftly and effectively to help my community become a 
productive and respected unit of our society. In conclusion, as I have previously stated, as long 
as there is hope for change and the want for change then there’s a chance for change. Thank 
you! 
 
 


